
How did my MSCA Fellowship come about?

Refet Ali Yalçin
Research engineer, Saint-Gobain Recherche, Paris

E.mail: refetali@gmail.com

Apr. 19, 2024



Brief self-introduction
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▪ My background

– Mechanical engineering

• B.Sc. (METU, Turkey)

• M.Sc. (Bogazici University, Turkey)

• PhD (Bogazici University, Turkey)

– Postdoc (Sabanci University, Turkey)

– Postdoc, PAUSE fellow (Institut Pprime, France,2019-20)

• About 2 years on academics at risk fund

– Fulbright visiting scholar (UCLA, USA ,2021)

– MSCA IF fellow (Institut Pprime, France,2021-22)

– Tried to be a CNRS researcher and failed

– R&D engineer (Saint-Gobain Recherche Paris)

▪ My studies are on

– Harvesting solar thermal energy

– Increasing thermal efficiency of buildings

– Increasing crop production by improving greenhouse coatings

Thermochromic glass 

for offices

Fluorescent greenhouse

coating



Publications – then & now
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▪ When I came to France (2019)

– 1 published article

– 1 submitted patent application

– 2 articles in peer-review

▪ Now
Colored radiative 

coolers

Electromagnetic

scattering

– 21 published journal articles (10 first author)

– 1 invited talk (Optica advanced photonics, 2025)

– 1 published patent

– 1 submitted patent application

– Performed reviews for Nature, Fulbright commission etc.



Experienced problems
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▪ Political

– Signed a petition “We will not be a party to this crime!” with 1128

other academics in Turkey in 2016.

– Prosecutor asked 7.5-year imprisonment (individual cases).

– Came to France after 1st trial in 2019 with my family.

▪ Language

– Permanent positions are hard to access.

– My kid’s adaptation problem to kindergarten (affects my mobility).

▪ Social

– Limited access to hobbies, friends and family

• Much more time to study (YAY!)

– Spending less time with the news

▪ Future

– Did I enter the postdoc loop?
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MSCA - The guide

• Net4Mobility+ document

– Link: https://www.iua.ie/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/N4M-2020-

IF-Handbook-Final.pdf

– I addressed each (applicable/relevant) points in the document

– I considered weight of each section (page limit)

10 page limit

https://www.iua.ie/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/N4M-2020-IF-Handbook-Final.pdf
https://www.iua.ie/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/N4M-2020-IF-Handbook-Final.pdf
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Example guidelines

• Net4Mobility+ document

Language

Template

Excellence

Feel empathy with 

reviewers!

Feel empathy with 

reviewers!

Feel empathy with 

reviewers!
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Mentioning my risk situation

• Funding section

• Integration section



Results and feedback

▪ I came up with a well-prepared proposal

– Even if I don’t get the fellowship, I can consider other fellowships

– Around February, I got a detailed feedback for my proposal

– I was lucky, but if I wasn’t I will consider other funds with my

proposal after I address weaknesses
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Results

• Feedback for excellence
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Results

• Feedback (cont.)

• Negative feedbacks from an unsuccessful application



How did I find the project?

▪ Extension of my PhD study

– Advantages

• I had publications on the topic

• I had a patent on the topic

• If articles are recent, you already show the topic is novel

– Disadvantages

• I would repeat myself / novelty could be weak

▪ Convince reviewers about novelty and impact

– I clearly and briefly described what I did

• I did not make things complicated (for old stuff; use attention

and space wisely)

– Emphasize novelty clearly and get into detail only for that section

– Emphasize what you will contribute to the host and vice-versa
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My Marie Curie project

• Objective

– Increase photosynthesis of plants in a

greenhouse by:

• Plants absorbs at red and blue

• Solar radiation is dominant at green

• Using a coating phosphor which absorbs

at green and emits at red spectrum.

• Challenges

– Phosphors emits light isotropically

• Half of the reemitted light lost

– This light should be kept



How to find a good project?
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Phosphor

H2020-MSCA-IF-2019-892456

Nano-antenna

Patent No: WO/2020/204858

▪ Daily life / actual project

– Try to find a problem from your studies 

▪ Networking

– I wrote to the authors of impactful 

articles that I knew and benefited from.

▪ Be interdisciplinary  

– For my case it was optics / biology

– Farther the topics better the results.

▪ Gender studies (not applicable for me)

– Addressing gender issues brings you bonus points.
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Example guidelines

• Address society (so what?) 

• How this fund will shape your career?

– Switch to other funds or industry
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Thank you
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